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Month when nature begins to come out from its


      blanket of ice and snow;            
                  From the word vynoriti  (come out of

      immersion).             

YOUR PRESIDENT’S THOUGHTS:
Hello everyone,     I hope all of you are having a wonderful winter (zima), staying warm, and enjoying hot chocolate and soup (polivka).
Please join us at the Chapter meeting on February 16th , at 1:30 p.m., at St. Anthony de Padua Classroom Building.  We will discuss chapter plans for 2014.    One of the discussion items will be a Chapter bus trip to  ???  in 2014.  Please make plans to come on February 16th , and also come to the Chapter Dance on March 2nd.  Even if you are not a dancer, the music, klobase, and kolaches will make for a fun day.     Dekuji a dobry den,
         



       Robert Trampota, President.
--------------------------------- Cut and Save ------------------------------------------------------------------
Bexar County Czech Heritage Society Calendar - 2014
February 16  -  Bexar County CHS General Meeting at 1:30 p.m., at St. Anthony


          de Padua, 102 Lorenz Lane.   *

March 2  -        Bexar County CHS Chapter Dance, at the Martinez Social Club, 



          2:00 to 6:00 p.m.

March 6 -         ITC Outreach Program to Shepherd of the Hills School.
April 5 -           Czech presentation at Tejeda Middle School.

         
April 25  -        Fiesta Battle of Flowers Parade,  Bexar County Chapter to carry
                                 a banner for an organization (not announced as yet).

April 26 -         State CHS Queen’s Contest in Flatonia.

May 18 -           Bexar County CHS General Meeting at 1:30 p.m., at St. Anthony


         de Padua, 102 Lorenz Lane.   *
July 26 -          State SCH Genealogy / Summer Conference in New Taiton.
September 12 -  Czech Gala at St. Luke’s.

October 26  -  Bexar County CHS Czech Heritage Festival.


     

December 7  - Bexar County CHS Christmas Party at St. Anthony de Pauda

*After each meeting, please stay for refreshments and visiting time with friends you                                        know and meet some new friends.
CZECH HERITAGE DANCE:
Our annual Czech Heritage Dance will be held on Sunday, March 2nd , from 2:00 to 6:00 p.m. at the Martinez Social Club.  (See Flyer)   This is a great time to meet with friends, dance, and enjoy some good Czech music and food!!!   This year, the music will be furnished by the “Fritz Hodde and the Fabulous Six.”   Mark your calendar, and come with relatives and invited friends!!!!  No table reservations will be taken.

The Bexar County CHS Board of Directors decided to have a “SPLIT THE POT” instead of a raffle.  No raffle items will be needed.

Please volunteer to help!!  You are needed to help in the kitchen; to assist with selling chicken noodle soup, sausage in a bun and kolaches.  It would be appreciated if we had enough volunteers, so that workers could rotate and have some free time to enjoy the dance and mingle with friends and relatives.  Please call Irene Mazoch at 366-2646 to volunteer to help in the kitchen.

A driver is also needed to go to La Grange to “pick-up” the kolaches.   Please call Willie Rainosek at (210) 648-2681 or Irene Mazoch at 366-2646 if you can help with this item.

Remember:  The dance begins at 2:00 p.m.   For additional information, call Willie Rainosek at (210) 648-2681.
CZECH LANGUAGE CLASS:
Please note the following regarding the Czech language class schedules:

1. The class day for Czech Conversation will remain on Tuesday, from 7:00 
to 9:00 p.m., meeting at the Panera Bread in Lincoln Heights, just east of the Quarry shopping center on Basse Road and about 2 blocks west of Broadway. Parking places are plentiful.

P.K. Nesbitt is the instructor. Please contact P.K. Nesbit for more information regarding the class at  (210 – 653-6923)  or e-mail at pkczech@aol.com .
2. A Czech language class for beginners continues to meet on Thursday evenings, at St. Anthony de Padua in the Education Building (behind the church); from 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.  
     The teacher for this class is  Hana Drbova Barsness.  Please contact Alice Vida  

     for more information  at  497-4456  or 391-0632 or  avida@satx.rr.com , if you are 

     planning to attend, so that we will have a sufficient number of class handouts.
Dates for  this Language class  are as follows:

February 6, 13, 20, & 27.
3.  There is no charge in order to attend these classes.

NEWS OF OUR MEMBERS:

New Members:  

We are delighted to welcome our new members to the Bexar County Chapter of the  Czech Society. A Texas sized welcome to Sam Evans, Jerry Kolacny, Al Ludwig, Richard and Wilma Schaefer, and Monika Whewell. We hope to meet all of you at our general meetings and special activities.  

Cares and Concerns:   Please continue your prayers for our members, who continue to experience health concerns, especially for Sister Bernadette Hajovsky, Sister Agnes Marie Marusak, and Sister Casilda Hyzak.   For years these Sisters gave generously of their time and talents, always attending the meetings and special activities.  And also pray for Dr. Miroslav Synek, who also faithfully attended all meetings and special activities.  Please know that your prayers are deeply appreciated by our members.
Condolences:   Our deepest condolences we extend to the families of our former members, who passed away in December, 2013.    Emil E. Matula (age 95) passed away on December 27th and Grace Rohan (age 91) passed away on December 29.  Both Mr. Matula and Mrs. Rohan were members of our CHS Bexar County Chapter for many years and they will be missed.  
Thank You:    A big thank you to Irene Mazoch, who for many years, including this year, has put up a Christmas tree at the Czech area exhibit at the Institute of Texan Cultures (ITC).  Evidently the ITC had a large crowd visit when the Alamo Bowl Football game between Texas and Oregon was played.   Also a large crowd came during the U.S. Army All American Bowl, which featured outstanding High School Football players from around the country.  Docents working, at the ITC, told Irene that they really enjoyed the Czech area. 
Genealogy Chairperson Needed:

Our Society has need of a chairperson or co-chairpersons for Genealogy.   Duties would be to act as custodian of club genealogy materials and to help members regarding genealogy information, etc.  
Working on your family genealogy is very addictive, but it is always thrilling when you find a new name, date, or village to add to your list.  And there are so many places to find information in this day and time.

Please contact Robert Trampota if you are interested and would consider this position.  Robert can be reached at  649-2702 or rtrampota@yahoo.com .

San Antonio Symphony Honors Antonin Dvorak:

This year, 2013 – 2014, the composer being honored is Antonin Dvorak, a Czech composer who lived from 1841 to 1904. He was born in Nelahozeves, Bohemia and died in Prague.

In 1885, Dvorak was asked to become the director of the National Conservatory of Music in New York City. To assuage his homesickness for his native land, Dvorak would spend the summers in Spillville, Iowa, which was a Czech Bohemian community.  While in Spillville, he composed a symphony entitled “the New World Symphony.” This symphony will be one of his compositions featured.  A concert version of one of his operas, “Rusalka” was also featured.

After attending two Symphony concerts and one String Quartet plus harp event, I am happy to report that the crowds have been enthusiastic and the Majestic Theater has been full.   The audience has shown its appreciation with standing ovations.

Conductor Sebastian Lang-Lessing has done a masterful job of interpreting Dvorak’s music and has even ended the concerts with two selections from Dvorak’s Slovanic Dances as an encore.  Other groups around town are giving concerts also, featuring Dvorak’s music in smaller, more intimate places (churches and museums).
NAME TAGS:  
Contact Irene Mazoch if you would like to order a Bexar County Czech Heritage Society name tag.  Call Irene at (210) 366-2646  to order your name tag.  If you wear your name tag to our meetings, dances, the Czech Heritage Festival, and our Christmas Party, then we will know that you are a member.  Thank you.

Bus Trip:   
Relating back to the President’s letter,  if you have a suggestion regarding a bus trip for the Chapter, please call Robert Trampota at (210) 649-2702.  He will be very glad to get your input.   The Chapter has twice made the “Painted Churches” tour, which were very enjoyable and informative.   However,  we would welcome other suggestions also.   Thank you.
Many thanks to Robert Trampota, T.J. Slansky, Irene Mazoch, Alice Vida  and Mike Vajdos, for furnishing information to the editor for this newsletter.   Your help is greatly appreciated.  
         Dolores Bueche, Editor   (210) 344-5718 /   buechedm@sbcglobal.net
